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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Leslie Marmon Silko (‘Ceremony’) 

in conversation with

Sherman Alexie (‘Smoke Signals’)

April 26, Crest Theater, Sacramento

March 28, 2007, Sacramento, Calif.— Leslie Marmon Silko’s “Ceremony,” the timeless story of a World War II POW’s return home to a Laguna Pueblo Reservation, is read and reread by generations and remains part of college and university curricula after three decades. Raised on a Spokane Indian Reservation, Sherman Alexie survived catastrophic childhood illness to become an award-winning poet, novelist, screenwriter (“Smoke Signals”) and stand-up comic. Today he teaches Silko’s novel to his own university classes. On April 26 at Sacramento's Crest Theatre, these two outstanding writers will bridge cultures and generations with readings and conversation about their work and their common—and uncommon—experiences.

Event Date | Time
Thursday, April 26, 2007 | 7:30 p.m.



Leslie Marmon Silko in conversation with Sherman Alexie

Lecture Preview
Presented by Prof. Peter Grandbois, CSUS English Department



Preview begins at 6:30 p.m. /Crest Theatre lobby opens at 6:15 p.m. 

This is a 30-minute biographical overview and discussion about Leslie Marmon Silko’s history and work.

Lecture Location
Crest Theatre, 1013 K Street, Sacramento
Tickets

$23 General



$15 Student



www.tickets.com or (800) 225-2277







Photographs
Digital photographs available upon request.
Contact Bonnie Osborn, (916) 212-9110, bonnieosborn@comcast.net
Lecture Information California Lectures, (916) 737-1300, www.californialectures.org
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Silko/Alexie April 26


This California Lectures Special Event will mark the 30th anniversary of the publication of Leslie Marmon Silko’s novel, “Ceremony.” With 750,000 copies sold, Ceremony remains the Native American novel most often included in college and university syllabi and is one of the few individual works by any Native author to have received book-length critical assessments. 


Silko was born in Albuquerque in 1948 of mixed Laguna Pueblo, Mexican, and white ancestry. She grew up on the Laguna Pueblo Reservation. Her books include “Almanac of the Dead,” “Storyteller,” and “Gardens in the Dunes.” She is the recipient of a MacArthur Foundation “Genius” Grant and lives in New Mexico.  

Born in 1966 on a Spokane Indian Reservation, Sherman Alexie survived a catastrophic childhood brain illness to write 17 books of poetry, short stories and novels. He is co-author of the screenplay for the award-winning 1998 film "Smoke Signals," distributed by Miramax Films. He made his stand-up debut at the Foolproof Northwest Comedy Festival in 1999 and continues to pursue his work in comedy. He has appeared on television programs including Politically Incorrect, 60 Minutes II, NOW with Bill Moyers and the Oprah Winfrey Show and is currently working on a young adult novel, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which will be published in 2007 by Little, Brown.


California Lectures is a non-profit organization that presents speaking engagements by remarkable, award-winning authors and cultural figures. For more information about the 2006-2007 lectures series, visit www.californialectures.com.
###

